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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7;21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Zoken [5,944,787] in view of Donaldson [6,321,267 B1]. 

3. As per claim 1 , Zoken discloses a method of automatically checking for an 
incorrect e-mail address in an outgoing e-mail communication, comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing a list of domain names in a memory [Zoken, database, col 3 lines 16- 
67; col 4 lines 8-26]; 

(b) checking if a domain name of the e-mail address provided in the e-mail 
communication is included in the list of domain names in the memory [Zoken, email 
mapper detects the first, second and third Domain name of email address, col 54 line 
28-col 5 line 12]; and 

However Zoken does not detail (c) generating a prompt for a user to confirm an 
e-mail address if the domain name is not included in the list of domain names. 

A skilled artisan would have motivation to implement the filtering process and 
found Donaldson teaching. Donaldson discloses a method and system for filtering junk 
email wherein the active filter has not found the domain address and it writes (i.e.: 
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prompt) an error message, request a confirm by the database, or notify to user 
[Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-1 1]. 

An Official Notice is taken that the email filters which detects the spam, virus or 
misspell or spell check were well-known in the art [see Rollins, Aronson, Nielsen 
references] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the filter agent generating a confirm 
message or error message as taught by Donalson into Zoken's apparatus in order to 
utilize the filter process. Doing so would provide a dynamic and simple process to verify 
the resources on Internet. 

4. Claims 21 ,26 contain the similar limitations set forth of apparatus claim 1 . 
Therefore, claims 21 ,26 are rejected for the similar rationale set forth in claim 1 . 

5. As per claim 2, Zoken-Donaldson disclose extracting a domain name from each 
e-mail address provided in the outgoing e-mail communication, wherein the e-mail 
communication is transmitted after checking each extracted domain name in the list of 
domain names, and confirming each e-mail address for which the extracted domain 
name is not included in the list of domain names [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 
lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-11]. 
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6. As per claim 3, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the domain names, in the list of 
domain names stored in the memory are extracted from senders 1 e-mail addresses from 
incoming e-mail communications [Zoken, email mapper detects the first, second and 
third Domain name of email address, col 54 line 28-col 5 line 12]. 

7. As per claim 4, Zoken-Donaldson disclose receiving a corrected e-mail address 
from the user in response to the prompt; and repeating the steps of checking a 
corrected domain name and generating a prompt if the corrected domain name is not 
included in the list of domain names, until the user either confirms that the domain name 
provided in the e-mail address is correct or provides a domain name that is in the list of 
domain names [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-1 1]. 

8. As per claim 5, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the outgoing e-mail communication is 
intercepted in an e-mail server to check the domain name in the e-mail address prior to 
transmission [Zoken, email mapper, col 54 line 28-col 5 line 12]. 

9. As per claim 6, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the prompt is an e-mail message from 
the e-mail server to the user [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 
lines 4-11]. 

10. As per claim 7, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the prompt is a network message to 
the user [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-11]. 
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11. As per claim 22, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the e-mail addresses in the list of e- 
mail addresses stored in the memory are senders' e-mail addresses extracted from 
incoming e-mail communications [Donaldson col 2 lines 48-62]. 

12. As pier claim 23, Zoken-Donaldson disclose storing tally information (i.e.: 
frequency tally tracks how often a user received email from a certain address) in the 
memory to tally the frequency by which the e-mail addresses are extracted from 
incoming e-mail communications [Zoken, tracking how often one message sent from a 
company to a particular division, col 6 lines 26-45]. 

13. As per claim 24, Zoken-Donaldson disclose deleting e-mail addresses from the 
memory that are not frequently extracted from incoming e-mail communications 
according to respective tally information [Donaldson, edit or delete, col 18 lines 24-32; 
col24 lines 47-64;col 25 lines 1-24]. 

14. As per claim 25, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the memory is in an e-mail address 
directory in a client computer system [Zoken, whitepage database, abstract]. 

15. As per claim 27, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the memory is included in an e-mail 
address directory [Zoken, domain naming hierarchy, col 5 lines 4-12]. 
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16. As per claim 28, Zoken-Donaldson disclose the e-mail address directory 
additionally stores user-specified e-mail addresses [Zoken, a list of address 15, Fig 1, 
col 3 lines 15-40]. 

17. Claims 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Zoken [5,944,787] in view of Donaldson [6,321,267 B1] and further in view of Rollins 
[6,434,601 B1] 

1 8. As per claim 8, Zoken discloses a method of automatically checking for 
(misspelled) e-mail addresses in out going e-mail communications prior to transmission 
by an e-mail communications server [see claim 1 rejection] 

However Zoken-Donaldson did not detail the misspelled email address or domain 
name. A skilled artisan would have motivation to implement the email software and 
found Rollins teaching. Rollins discloses a pre-test email process wherein the email 
software program verifies a misspelling in the email address, server name (i.e.: domain 
name) [Rollins abstract](see Nielsen reference as an alternative). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the testing to verify the misspelling 
server name, email address as taught by Rollins into the Zoken-Donaldson apparatus in 
order to utilize the filtering process. Doing so would provide a quick, simple and 
effective to send and receive Email over Internet. 
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19. Claim 18 contains the similar limitations set forth of apparatus claim 8. Therefore, 
claims 18 is rejected for the similar rationale set forth in claim 8. 

20. As per claim 9, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose searching for similarly spelled 
domain names is performed by checking each alpha numeric character comprised in 
the extracted domain name with the alpha-numeric characters comprised in the domain 
names in the database, and detecting when there is at least one but no more than a 
maximum number of discrepancies between a domain name in the domain name 
database and the extracted domain name [Zoken, search database, col 6 lines 46-67], 

21 . As per claim 1 0, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose searching for similarly spelled 
domain names is performed by removing an alpha numeric character from the extracted 
domain name and searching the domain name database for a domain name consisting 
of at, least each of the remaining alpha numeric characters in the extracted domain 
name [Zoken, search database, col 6 lines 46-67]. 

22. As per claim 1 1 , Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose searching for similarly spelled 
domain names is performed by comparing the extracted domain name with reference 
domain names stored in the domain name database according to predetermined 
spelling grammar algorithms [Zoken, search database, col 6 lines 46-67], 
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23. As per claim 12, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose the error prompt is an e-mail 
message from the e-mail server to the client computer transmitting the e-mail 
communication [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-11]. 

24. As per claim 13, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose the error prompt is a network 
message from the e-mail server to the client computer transmitting the e-mail 
communication [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-1 1]. 

25. As per claim 14, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose determining whether 
extracted domain names are already stored in the domain name database, whereby 
only a single copy of an extracted domain name is stored in the domain name database. 

26. As per claim 15, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose storing tally information in the 
domain name database to tally the frequency in which domain names in the domain 
name database are extracted from incoming e-mail communications [Zoken, tracking 
how often one message sent from a company to a particular division, col 6 lines 26-45]. 

27. As per claim 16, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose deleting domain names from 
the domain name database that are not frequently extracted from incoming e-mail 
communications according to respective tally information [Donaldson, edit or delete, col 
18 lines 24-32; col24 lines 47-64;col 25 lines 1-24]. 
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28. As per claim 17, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose the tally information for each 
domain name in the domain name database includes the calendar date in which the 
domain name was most recently extracted [Donaldson col 3 lines 15-23, col 17 lines 49- 
64]. 



29. As per claim 19, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose (d) an internal network 
communications interface for receiving outgoing e mail communications to be 
transmitted from client computers and sending incoming e-mail communications to 
client computers, wherein the e-mail checker generates an error prompt when detecting 
a misspelled domain name, which is transmitted from the internal network (i.e.:LAN) 
communications interface to the client computer requesting transmission of the 
corresponding outgoing e-mail communication [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 
lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4-1 1]. 



30. As per claim 20, Zoken-Doanldson-Rollins disclose (e) an external network 
communications interface for receiving incoming e-mail communications from an 
external network and sending outgoing e-mail communications transmitted from client 
computer connected to the internal network, wherein outgoing e-mail communications 
are transmitted from the external network communications interface to the external 
network (i.e.: Internet) after the checker confirms e-mail address spelling in the outgoing 
e-mail communications [Donaldson, col 33 lines 13-23; col 6 lines 25-53; col 27 lines 4- 
11]. 
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3 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thong Vu, whose telephone number is (703)-305-4643. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00AM- 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey y can be reached at (703) 305-9705. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9700. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patent and 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or faxed to : 
After Final (703) 746-7238 
Official: (703) 746-7239 
Non-Official (703) 746-7240 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 1 1,2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Patent Examiner 
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